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GEF Small Grants 

Programme (SGP)

• Implemented by UNDP on 
behalf of GEF partnership

• SGP provides direct access 
for national NGOs, CBOs, 
and Indigenous Peoples for 
grants up to $50,000 (plus 
some $150K)

• Projects approved by a 
National Steering 
Committee with a non-
governmental majority 
(incl. indigenous reps)

• Over 27,500 projects 
funded since 1992 in 137 
countries ($850M+)





GEF focal areas across Rio Conventions



GEF SGP portfolio support to  

indigenous peoples 

• Direct support to 
indigenous peoples approx 
37% of SGP portfolio 
(5,832 projects)*

• Approx. 29% of SGP 
projects led by women’s 
organisations

• Participatory video & other 
innovative formats for 
increased access for 
remote populations

   * Ledwith (2019)





oNeed for alternative 

proposal formats and tools

oAllow for expression in local 

and vernacular languages

UNPFII 2006: launch of Handbook on 

Participatory Video (PV)



SGP evolution of portfolio with

indigenous peoples* 

https://sgp.undp.org/innovation-library/item/2169-strengthening-gef-sgp-support-to-indigenous-peoples--a-25-year-review.html 

https://sgp.undp.org/innovation-library/item/2169-strengthening-gef-sgp-support-to-indigenous-peoples--a-25-year-review.html


SGP portfolio IPs : by region



SGP OP6 Indigenous Peoples 

Fellowship initiative



‘Weathering Uncertainty’ report 

to IPCC AR5 (2010-2012)



NICFI consultations, pre-COP21 

IP-government dialogues



Assistance to Indigenous Peoples to 

engage with the GCF













MAP and SIDS CBA- Results Snapshot

2009-2020, USD12M







• Tuvalu Association of Non-Governmental 
Organizations (TANGO) and Fale Kalava 
Community, Nanumaga Island

• Island vulnerable to tropical storms, rainfall 
variability, sea level rise. In 2015 Tropical 
Storm Pam destroyed infrastructure on the 
island. Limited freshwater.

• 4 tribal clans are located on the island- Fale 
Kalava, Fale Mouhala, Fale Magomahi and 
Fale Magatai. Each clan has its own cultural 
role and responsibility for managing 
resources on the island.

• 20,000L water cistern was constructed to 
address the challenges of infrequent rainfall, 
drought and water security.

TUVALU:  Community Water 

Cistern Project 





Thank you to GEF and our donors 
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