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Impacts of Cyclone Winston on Coral Reefs in Fiji – Vatu-i-ra Seascape (WCS Rapid Assessment) 

Vatu-i-Ra Seascape

• altered landscapes and communities along its main pathway

• caused significant damage to coral reefs up to 20-30m below the sea surface. 

• damage to coral reefs was highest in the north where the eye of the cyclone passed

• damage to reefs impacted reef fish population – loss of habitats, feeding grounds, exposure to predators, etc

• Reefs ecosystems already under stress from sever sea surface temperature increase and coral bleaching event 

prior to Cyclone Winston 

• impacts on land and mangroves will further exacerbate impacts on coral reefs and marine biodiversity 

• impact of cyclone Winston on coral reefs further exacerbated by anthropogenic impacts – pollution, agricultural 

runoffs, sedimentation, over-fishing exposing reefs to diseases, parasites, etc

• Impacts on Vatu-i-ra Seascape will also have far and widespread impacts due to connectivity of ecosystems and 

the migratory nature of certain species

Recovery possible but dependent on number of factors:

• Healthy ecosystems are more resilient and recover quickly

• Reduce anthropogenic stresses – pollution, overfishing, etc

• Protection should be provided to coral reefs that are not damaged by 

cyclones – they will provide seed for recovery of adjacent reefs –Coral 

Reef Rescue Initiative

• More comprehensive assessments needed to assess impacts of Disaster 

on Biodiversity – help inform preparedness and recovery plans for nature 

and people 

https://coralreefrescueinitiative.org/
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A Fijian Case Study
• A multi-thronged, integrated, rights-based 

approach, with people and nature at the heart and 

center of all decision making processes

• Multi-partnership and strong collaboration

• On the ground action with IPLCs 

• Communicating and advocating best practices, 

influencing national, regional and global policy 

processes

• Scaling up, scaling wide and scaling deep 

• Nacula Tikina Disaster Risk Reduction Plan

• Fisheries Management Plan

• Women Empowerment

• Traditional Leadership and Culture 

• Education 

• Resilient Infrastructure 

• Ecosystem Restoration 

• Community Based Mangrove Management Plan

• Economic Wellbeing, Sustainable Livelihoods, etc

• Partnerships



Amplifying Community Voices and Learning and Sharing #ShareYourStory

• Oceania First Voices

• Community Led Initiatives on Environment 
Sustainability

• A celebration of community innovation and efforts
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Faiakseéa!
#togetherpossible

https://www.wwfpacific.org/


