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Peoples and Local Gommunities
on Nepal's Emission Reduction
Program Document (ERPD])

epalese Indigenous peoples, local communities,

women, Dalits, Madhesis and the forest-dependent

poor, as known to all, have been contributing to
forest conservation and management with their traditional
knowledge, skills and experiences since a long past. As
a result, the forest area of Nepal has been significantly
increased resulting in forest resources and products.
Despite, these remarkable contributions, the forest-
dependent communities mentioned above have hardly been
able to reap the benefits from forests and forest products.

While the National REDD+ Strategy is yet to be finalized,
the government, in haste, has started preparing Emission
Reduction Program Document (ERPD) to formulate the
Emission Reduction Program (ERP). Taking stock of this
situation, the common position paper, incorporating the
issues and concerns of the Nepalese indigenous peoples,
local communities, women, Dalits, Madhesis, the Muslim
minority, the differently-able people and other marginalized
communities, has been prepared so that the government
addresses the issues through the ERPD.

The position paper is an outcome of a national level multi-
stakeholders' program entitled—Consultation and Dialogue
of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities on ERPD—
held on the 5" and 6" of December 2016 in Kathmandu.
The program was jointly organized by the Federation
of Community Forest Users Nepal (FECOFUN), Nepal
Federation of Indigenous Nationalities (NEFIN), National
Dalit Network (RDN), Tharu Kalyankari Sabha, Nepal
Indigenous Women Federation (NIWF), Association of
Collaborative Forest Users Nepal (ACOFUN), Federation
of Nepalese Indigenous Journalists (FONIJ), Centre
for Indigenous Peoples’ Research and Development
(CIPRED), Green Foundation Nepal (GFN), ASMITA Nepal,
Association of Family Forest Owners Nepal (AFFON) and
the HIMAWANTI Nepal

Through this Common Position Paper, we would like to
emphasize that Nepal as a party state, formulates Nepal’s
REDD+ Strategy and Emission Reduction Program
Document (ERPD) in strict compliance with the provisions
related with the rights of indigenous peoples and local
communities provisioned in the various international
treaties, conventions, protocols and commitments
(including the Convention on Biological Diversity, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Sustainable
Development Goals, the ILO Convention 169, the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
the Paris Agreement), as well as the Fundamental Rights
and the Directive Principles of State Policy as enshrined
in the Constitution of Nepal.

Institutional Structure

e Inclusive, full, effective and decisive participation of the
indigenous peoples, local communities, community
forest users groups, collaborative forest users groups,
private forest owners, women, Dalits, Madhesis, the
Muslim minority, the differently-able people and other
marginalized communities be ensured in every level
and process of ERPD's institutional structure.

e The inclusive, full, effective and decisive participation
of the above-said peoples should be made from the
community level to the central level as determined by
Nepal’s state restructuring.

Safeguards

e Indigenous peoples and local communities' rights
over the natural resources should be ensured by
acknowledging the indigenous peoples symbiotic
relationships with land, forestand water while traditional
knowledge, skills and livelihood practices should be
respected keeping in mind their roles in promoting and
safeguarding of these resources.

e The indigenous peoples and local communities
should not be deprived of their rights to continue their
traditional occupations.

e An appropriate arrangement with the provision of
compensation should be made to mitigate the the
possible risks.

o REDD+ safeguard measures in the ERPD should be
provisioned as per the standards under the Cancun
Agreement and various human rights-related national
laws and policies and international instruments.

e The arrangement of the alternative energy should be
made in participation of the afore-said peoples without
tampering their traditional culture, values and norms,
and such alternative energy should be available to
them with cost-effective, easy and simplistic ways.

Benefit-sharing and Non-Carbon Benefits

e An independent and authorized committee should be
formed for the indigenous peoples, local communities,
community forest users groups, collaborative forest
users groups, private forest owners, women, Dalits,
Madhesis, the Muslim minority, the differently-able
people and other marginalized communities to have
an easy, equitable and effective access to carbon and
non-carbon benefits.

e The benefit-sharing standards, acceptable to the



indigenous peoples and local communities, should
be specified and beneficiaries' expectation should be
well-managed.

An independent and authorized committee should be
formed to address the dissatisfaction and grievances
related with the benefit sharing with involvement of the
indigenous peoples, local communities, community
forest users groups, collaborative forest users groups,
private forest owners, women, Dalits, Madhesis, the
Muslim minority, the differently-able people and other
marginalized communities.

The benefit sharing arrangement should ensure cent
percent benefits for the forest owners of community-
based forests, customary forests, and private forests
while the allocation should be made as per the Climate
Change policy in relations to other type of forests.

Making sustainable development of the the
forests, non-carbon benefit should be clearly
defined including its evaluations and benefits. While
doing so, the contributions to non-carbon benefits,
made through traditional, customary practices at the
community level, should also be recognized and taken
into account.

Forest Tenure Rights and Control

Preferential forest tenure rights should be given to the
indigenous peoples, local communities, community
forest users groups, collaborative forest users groups,
private forest owners, women, Dalits, Madhesis,
Muslim minority, differently-able people and other
marginalized communities.

Preferential rights to forest carbon, in terms of its
preservation, promotion and benefits resulting from it
should be given to the indigenous peoples and local
communities.

The indigenous peoples, local communities,
community forest users groups, collaborative forest
users groups, private forest owners, women, Dalits,
Madhesis, the Muslim minority, differently-able people
and other marginalized communities should be given
their sovereign rights to forest tenure and forest
management.

There should be no government interferences in
private and family forests; and carbon rights in such
forests should be given to the forest owners.

Rights of the indigenous peoples and local communities
over the territories they have been traditionally
using, for settlement, farming and grazing should be
recognized and the ownership of such lands should be
transferred to the respective communities.

Carbon Measurement and Monitoring

National Forest Monitoring System should recognize
and taken into account the contributions made

by the indigenous peoples and local communities
through their traditional and community-based forest
management practices.

While measuring, monitoring and verifying the
forest carbon, traditional knowledge and skills of the
indigenous peoples and local communities should
be used for the adoption of the rights-based and
community-based approach.

While carrying out carbon measurement and monitoring
program, an effective representation of the indigenous
peoples and local communities should be ensured.
Capacity building and technology transfer program
should also be introduced for these peoples.

The communities that have traditionally been managing
forests at the local level should be identified, the data
should be compiled and such data and community
experience should be given authenticity.

Interventions in Deforestation
and Forest Degradation

Activities related to the lifestyles and cultures
of the indigenous peoples, local communities,
community forest users groups, collaborative forest
users groups, private/family forest owners, women,
Dalits, Madhesis, the Muslim minority, the differently-
able people and other marginalized communities
should not be termed as drivers of deforestation and
forest degradation.

Physical infrastructures, hydropower projects and
livelihood alternatives should not be developed in
commercial interests that devalues, displaces or
destroys the traditional knowledge, skills, environment
conservation practices, arts and cultures of the
indigenous peoples and local communities.

Free, Prior Informed Consent (FPIC)

While planning and implementing the ERPD,
consultations through FPIC procedure should be
mandatorily carried out with the indigenous peoples,
local communities, community forest users groups,
collaborative forest users groups, private forest
owners, women, Dalits, Madhesis, Muslim minority,
the differently-able people and other marginalized
communities through their federations or networks.

FPIC should be conducted only after communicating
in their mother tongue or the dialect and giving enough
time to the concerned community.

A mechanism should be put in place to redress
grievances with regard to FPIC.

Hereby, we jointly call on the Government of Nepal, the
Ministry of Forests and Soil Conservation, the donor
agencies and the stakeholders to fully address these
issues and concerns while formulating and implementing
the Nepal REDD+ Strategy and the ERPD.




